GSS Regional & Geography Committee update – June 09


GSS’s new Regional and Geography Committee met for the first time on June 3rd. This note provides some information on the various agenda items.

UK Location Council

The UK Location Strategy was launched last year, promoting the actions which government thought were achievable to bring added value to the processes required to implement the INSPIRE directive.  ONS offered advice, based on their experience with the Data Exchange Hub, Neighbourhood Statistics and data-sharing.  

The next meeting of the Location Council has been cancelled, while the Council and Strategy are reviewed by Defra.  The financial landscape has changed considerably since last year and this makes implementation of the strategy’s actions less likely.  A “location strategy lite” is more likely, with a consultation due this summer on how to simplify the OS licensing situation (prior to the rearrangements proposed by the new OS business strategy).  There is also likely to be a cross-government consultation on addresses, but the timing for that hasn’t yet been agreed.

The Committee’s terms of reference and membership

A number of sub-groups (both strategic and technical in nature) were proposed but GSS concluded that they would consider them again after the meeting, and update Committee members by email.

The membership and direction of the group (and concerns about the possibility that the user voice will be lost) is covered in the paper “Cttee note”.

Supporting the National Statistics geography policy

The group were asked to endorse the view that SOAs should be used wherever possible.  GSS asked for agreement to undertake further work with those producers not producing statistics using SOAs, to explore whether they could be supported to make that change.  

A point was made that Ward level data is a frequently requested output from the Census, and that it would be counterproductive to insist that SOA level data is produced and then translated (by rounding or recasting) to Ward level.  The Chair agreed to look further into the 2011 Census output plan.

Paul Vickers has been charged with listing where SOAs are not used, to enable GSS/ONS to discuss the reasoning with the producers.

A subgroup will also be convened to look at issues around disclosure control – Paul Vickers will contact Committee members by email.

Coding & naming policy for UK Statistical Geographies

Any detailed comments on the policy, which will be implemented from January 2011, should be sent to Graham Jenkinson @ ONS.

ONS will be working with government departments to promote the use of the policy, and will be putting it on the ONS website. 
